
CROSSROADS PUBLIC SCHOOL 
School Council Minutes 

Tuesday, September 29, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
TEAMS Meeting 

 
1. Welcome and Call to Order - Katherine Dodd 

- Introductions  
- Confirmation of Quorum 
- Role of the School Council 

 
2. Review and Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes - February 24, 2020 - approved 

by Amanda Fretz, seconded by Ashleigh Dixon 
 

3. Chair’s Report - Katherine Dodd 
- Meeting schedule and times - We will use Microsoft Teams to meet for the time 

being.  We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month excluding December, 
March and June.  Meetings are always at 7:00pm.  

- Member List - Email Melora if you would like to be a voting member at 
melora.brewster@dsbn.org.  As a voting member, you are required to attend five 
of the seven meetings throughout the year.  Anyone is welcome to attend the 
meetings without being a voting member.  

- Home Show 2020! - was incredibly successful!!  Over $30 000 was raised for the 
school, which is significantly higher than previous years.  There were a 
tremendous number of people involved.  Amy Rapone did an amazing job as 
Home Show Coordinator along with her fantastic team.  It was agreed that a 
good portion of the proceeds would go towards an accessible playground.  

- Playground Update - School Council originally approved to give $10 000 towards 
the accessible playground.  Virgil Business Association was interested in 
donating towards it and suggested that we dream bigger.  Once the playground 
was ordered, it was learned that we needed to have rubberized surfacing, which 
is extremely expensive.  We continued to move forward and another unexpected 
expense was added - a wood border along the sides which were exposed to the 
field.  We received many very generous donations from the community - VBA 
($35 000), St Davids Lions Club ($5000), NOTL Ukesters (close to $500), 
Meridian Credit Union ($750) as well as donations from various families.  With 
School allocated funds from Council, school budget funds, and donations, the 
playground was paid for in full.  We look forward to having a grand opening with 
our donors as soon as we are able to.  
 

4. Elections 
- Review of Council Executive Structure 
- Election of: 

- Chair - Sophia Vollmer 

mailto:melora.brewster@dsbn.org


- Secretary - Melissa Saxton 
- Treasurer - Joy Quinn 

 
5. Principal’s Report - Gerda 

- Enrolment and Staffing Update - We have 380 students currently at Crossroads 
and about 22% of our students are attending the DSBN Virtual School.  The 
students in the virtual school are still connected with Crossroads and those 
teachers can access our Learning Resource Teacher as needed.  Three of our 
teachers are teaching virtually - Mrs. Smith, Mme. Guido and Ms. Ho.  Mrs. 
Christie is a long term occasional teacher for Mrs. Stewart-Teichgraf (grade 4/5) 
and Mrs. Bernie is an LTO in grade 8. 

 
6. Vice Principal’s Report - Melora 

- Orange Shirt Day - Sept 30 - We recognize our indigenous community members 
and remember those who have had to suffer through residential schools in the 
past. This is a day about communities coming together in a spirit of reconciliation 
and hope and commitment. 

- Rowan’s Law - Oct 2 - Wear purple in memory of Rowan Stringer who passed 
away due to concussions.  Students have been learning about concussions and 
the importance of telling an adult if they get hit in the head.  

- Terry Fox Run - This year is the 40th anniversary - We will be collecting toonies 
for Terry the week of Oct. 5 - 9. Students will walk/run during PhysEd classes 
next week. 
 

7. Treasurer’s Report - report is attached.  
- Gina suggested that we could advertise Fundscript, Mabel's Labels, etc. 

throughout the year (newsletters, Twitter, email) to increase funds raised.  
- Amy suggested that we consider holding a virtual Home Show this year.  Other 

ideas were suggested such as a virtual gala or a drive-in movie theatre.  
- Sophia suggested that since our projected expenses will be less this year (no 

class trips, Actors, Scientists at this time), we could concentrate on raising funds 
and letting them sit until there is a need, rather than spending money before we 
earn it as we have done in previous years.  This would be a good year to build up 
our account and have a generous amount to start next year off with.  

 
8. Looking Ahead to our Next Meeting on October 27, 2020 at 7:00pm 

 
9. Adjournment - Adjourned by Amanda Fretz, seconded by Carrie Plaskett. 

 
 
 
 


